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It is 1777, and Phoebe is thrown headlong into the turmoil of war when her beloved cousin is

hanged as a British spy. When she finds his secret message to the British general, she decides to

deliver it herself to Fort Ticonderoga. She has never been away from her small village, and knows

nothing about survival in the wilderness, or dealing with warring Patriots and Tories. She's going to

need help to survive . . . but whose?  "A tense, atmospheric story . . . Brings to life this important

chapter in American history." (Booklist )
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This is the third book in a trilogy that I believe only has the connection that they take place in the

same geographic area at some point. I read this book before a very long time ago but did not

remember it as I re-read it this time. It's a bit slow to get into and not exactly a page-turner story.

The plot is quiet and meandrous even though an adventure and mission is taking place. We are

privy as much as to what is taking place inside Phoebe's thoughts as to what is happening to her

physically. It is still a refreshing approach to the American War of Independence. The characters in

the book are Loyalists who have to flee from their homes to Canada after being made to leave by

the rebels, some violently others just forcibly. However, the main character, Phoebe, is neutral. Her

freedom loving professor of a father leaves to fight for the rebels and gets killed the first year. At 13

she moves across the creek to her Aunt and Uncle's house. The Uncle is a pacifist, but his eldest

son is Loyalist and goes off to fight for the King. Needless to say he suffers a gruesome end.



Phoebe, now 15, goes across the country on her own, followed by a stray cat and bear cub, to

complete her cousin's mission because she is loyal, loyal to family, not any side in any war. The

book heavily portrays the terrible ways that neighbour turned against neighbour and the Loyalists

were, any combination of, kicked out of their homes, property and chattel stolen, beaten, tarred and

feathered, women and children with husbands gone off fighting were kicked out in the middle of the

night with virtually nothing but their horse and cart and a bag of flour. Young men accused of being

Loyalist were hanged and after the war these refugees hiding out in Canada were not allowed back

into the new Independent America.
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